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The Earth/Environmental science curriculum focuses on the function of Earth's systems. Emphasis is placed on matter, energy, plate tectonics, origin and evolution of the earth and solar system, environmental awareness, materials availability, and the cycles that circulate energy and material through the earth’s system.

Classroom Management Plan:
A.
Entry, Movement, and Exit:

1.
Be in your seat with your materials ready to go when the tardy bell rings.

2.
Raise your hand for permission to move before moving.

3.
Remain in your seat until the teacher dismisses you, not the bell.

B.
Tardy policy:

1.
We will be following the school policies and procedures with regards to tardiness to class.  Please remember, that a tardy in excess of 45 minutes counts as an absence.

C.
Student Absenteeism:

1.
After an absence, the student should get class notes and assignments either from a classmate, or see Mr. Katseanes before or after school.  During class is not an appropriate time to ask, “What did I miss?”  It is your responsibility to catch up.

2.
****Work missed due to an excused or unexcused absence may be made up for full credit within 5 school days.  After 5 days the assignment will be considered late. ****  

3.
Late work will be accepted for half credit.  However, the work must be turned in prior to the test on the material.  After the test, no late work will be accepted.

4.  Students attending field trips, competitions, and planned family absences must come to me before the absence and get assignments that will be missed.  These assignments are due on the first day the student returns to class.  If the student does not turn the assignments in on their return, the most they can receive for a grade is half credit (see number 3 above).  Any work the student misses that they did not receive before their planned absence will be given 5 days to complete for full credit.

D.
Required Class Materials: 

1.
Notebook – 3 ring binder (preferred)

2.
Pens and Pencils (Including red pens)
3.
Composition Book

4.   Colored Pencils (If already required by another class, no need to buy a second set.)
E.
Behavioral Expectations:

1.
All policies listed in the Students Rights and Responsibilities Handbook will be enforced.

2.
Be on time – Be in your seat when the bell rings.  Students will have limited permission to leave the classroom to use the bathroom, get water, etc.

3.
Be Responsible and Prepared
4.
Be Respectful, well behaved and courteous at all times 

5.
Be Orderly – Raise your hand to speak, ask permission to leave your seat.  No sleeping, drinking, or eating in the classroom.

6.
Be proud – Always give your best effort and take pride in your work.

F.
Consequences:

1.
Teacher warning – which may include to move, removal from class and/or call to parents

2.
#1 plus teacher/student conference and call to parents

3.
Discipline referral

G.
Grading Policy:

I will be using the CMS grading scale. I will calculate the grade by using the point system.  Grades will be determined by dividing the number of points earned by the total number of points possible.  Tests, quizzes, projects and labs grades will be entered into the formal category on Powerschool.  Homework and class work grades will be entered into the informal category on Powerschool.  The number of possible points will vary according to the number of assignments and tests given per semester. Grades will include:
· Homework and class work (4-5 times/week)
· Unit Tests: will cover between 2 – 3 chapters

· Quizzes: will be announced/unannounced 
· Lab Reports/Projects

· Midterm and Final
Any student scoring up to a 65% on tests, throughout the quarter, will be allowed 1 retake test on that unit’s material.  These tests will be done after school in Office Hours.  If circumstances permit, I will allow the student to take the retake test home with permission.  The higher of the two grades will be recorded into Powerschool. 

H.
Make-up tests/quizzes will be given before or after school following an absence.  The guidelines for absences will apply (5 days); afterward the student will receive a zero.  It is the student’s responsibility to coordinate with me the assigned date and time.
I. Students will be able to keep up with notes and class assignments on my website:


kirkc.katseanes@cms.k12.nc.us
J.
Office Hours:  Tuesday and Thursday 2:20-3:20.  These office hours or tutoring hours are for the students to come and receive extra help where they feel they need it with the classwork or assignments.  They will be “drop by” hours for the students with no appointment needed.
K.
Conferences:

Anyone wishing to schedule a conference with Mr. Katseanes may call the school at 980-343-5390 and request to speak with me or make an appointment through the Student Services Office.  Also, please feel free to email me at kirkc.katseanes@cms.k12.nc.us with any questions or concerns.

L.
Acknowledgement of Receipt of Student Guidelines:

Parents, please go over these points and the science safety contract with your child.  Please sign the receipt on the bottom of course syllabus and have him/her return the receipt and the science safety contract to Mr. Katseanes.  Each student is expected to return a signed receipt and contract.  Thank you and I’m looking forward to a great year.

Sincerely, 

Kirk Katseanes
Earth/Environmental Science Syllabus

Mr. Katseanes
1st Grading Period


1.
Safety/Scientific Method/Graphing/Density

2. Astronomy

3. Atmosphere/Weather Systems/Meteorology

4. Oceans/Beaches/Climate

5. Plate Tectonics/Earthquakes

~Mid-term Exam~
2nd Grading Period

     6. Rocks/Minerals

     7. Weathering/Erosion/Soils

8. Resources/Pollution/Sustainability
9. Biodiversity/Ecology
~Final Exam~
_________________________________________________________________________________

I have read and gone over the Classroom Management Plan, and the Science Safety Contract with my child and understand the responsibilities listed.

Signed: ______________________________________________ (Parent)    Date: __________

Parent email address____________________________________________________________

Signed: ______________________________________________ (Student)   Date: __________

Student’s Printed Name: ________________________________________    Period: _________


